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After our interview with 
architect Michael Wilkes of 
La Jolla (pages A14-A15 in 
this issue) we knew his re-
sponses to our 10 QUESTIONS 
column would be another 
interesting read. It does not 
appear his recent retirement 
will find him at a loss for 
creative passions and pursuits.

What brought you to La Jolla?
(My wife) Penny and I visited La Jolla many 

times prior to my graduation from the University 
of Oregon in 1971. The beaches, weather, and 
professional opportunities were strong attractions 
leading us to settle in La Jolla.

 
What might you improve in the area?

We have exceptional coastal access in La Jolla. 
It would be enhanced if Coast Walk extended 
east along the bluffs connecting the Cove to La 
Jolla Shores.

 
Who or what inspires you?

There are so many sources of inspiration that 
surround me that I cannot name just one or two. 
Projects that are beyond my experience challenge 
me to learn, grow, create and “jump off the deep 
end.” Architecture students I mentor at the 
University of Oregon break the bonds that limit 
my paradigms on design, creativity and the world.

 
If you hosted a dinner party for eight, whom 
(living or deceased) would you invite?

The first invitees would be architects Santiago 
Calatrava and Antonio Gaudi. La Jolla Light 
readers might not be familiar with Calatrava 
designs, but his Milwaukee Museum is astounding 
architecture.

Other invitees might include playwrights Lee 
Blessing and August Wilson. I would invite poets, 
Billy Collins, and my wife, Penny. Sportsmen who 
I would include are Jimmy Clark, the Lotus Formula 
One driver from the 1960s, and the legendary 
middle distance runner Steve Prefontaine.

 
What are your five favorite movies of all 
time? Or what are you currently reading?

We see many more plays than movies. “Body of 
Water” by Lee Blessing presented by the Old 
Globe several years ago was an exceptional 
experience and my favorite play.

Currently, I am reading “Vainglorious Sun” by 
Mark Longo. Recent reads include “The Night 
Circus” by Erin Morgenstern, “The Piano Tuner” 
by Daniel Mason, “Hotel on the Corner of Bitter 
and Sweet” by Jamie Ford, “IQ84” by Haruki 
Murakami and “11/22/63” by Stephen King.

SEE 10 QUESTIONS, B7
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with the country of Spain
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BY DAVID L. CODDON

When Sue Palmer throws a 
party, you’d better not 
be sitting down. You’ll 

get knocked into next week, 
because the dancers will be 
swingin’ and they’ll 
need lots of room. 

As a treat for her 
fans, the longtime 
San Diego-based  
pianist known as 
the “Queen of Boo-
gie Woogie” has 
just released a new 
CD, appropriately 
titled “Party Favor-
ites.” Backed by her 
Motel Swing  
Orchestra, which 
includes sax man 
Jonny Viau, bassist 
Pete Harrison, 
drummer Sharon 
Shufelt, guitarist Steve Wilcox and 
trombonist April West, Palmer leads 
the way on such swing classics as 
“Chattanooga Choo Choo,” “Cow 
Cow Boogie,” “Don’t Get Around 
Much Anymore” and “Boogie Woo-

gie Bugle Boy.” There’s also a cover 
of “The Nighttime is the Right 
Time,” which was a hit for Ray 
Charles, and a tune called “Lovey 
Dovey.” “A lot of people in New 
Orleans played that one,” said 

Palmer. “We play it 
R&B style.”

Palmer, who will 
perform Sunday 
Aug. 26 at Scripps 
Park as part of the 
La Jolla Concerts by 
the Sea series, has 
been keeping “old-
fashioned stuff” 
cool, musically 
speaking, for more 
than 20 years. “It’s 
a feel,” she said, 
trying to put boogie 
woogie into words, 
though you get the 
feeling she’d rather 

be playing it any old day than 
trying, albeit goodnaturedly, to 
explain it. “It’s got lots of meat to 
it. You can tap your foot. It makes

SEE SUE PALMER, B7

The ‘Queen of Boogie Woogie,’ pianist Sue Palmer (sixth from left) with her Motel Swing Orchestra — some of San 
Diego’s greatest blues and swing musicians — Jonny Viau (sax), April West (trombone/vocals), Deejha Marie (vocals), 
Sharon Shufelt (drums/vocals), Pete Harrison (bass) and Steve Wilcox (guitar).

Sue Palmer   PHOTOS BY ANNIE LIBBY

If you go
�  What: Sue Palmer & Her 

Motel Swing Orchestra, 
part of the La Jolla 
Concerts by the Sea series

�  When: 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 26

�  Where: Scripps Park, near 
La Jolla Cove

�  Cost: Free

�  Contact: (858) 454-1600

�  Website: 
ljconcertsbythesea.org

Michael Wilkes

Eight to the Bar!
Boogie-Woogie Queen Sue Palmer plays La Jolla Sunday
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ALL HALLOWS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Rev. Raymond G. O’Donnell, Pastor

6602 La Jolla Scenic Drive South – (858) 459-2975
allhallows.com

Founded
1959

Weekdays - M, T, W & F Mass - 7 am 
Communion - Th 7 am & S - 8 am

Reconciliation: 
Sat. 4:45 pm  Sat. Vigil 5:30 pm  

Sunday Masses: 8 am & 9:30 am

Or join us Sunday at The San Diego Baha’i Center:
6545 Alcala Knolls Drive, off Linda Vista Dr.

9:30 am to 10 am, Multi-Faith Devotional Program 
10:30 am to 12 pm, introductory talk and discussion

Informal gatherings in La Jolla every evening.  
Call (858) 454-5203 for more information.

the earth is but one country 
and mankind its citizens

 CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH
 FOURTH CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, SAN DIEGO

 Sunday Services and Sunday School 10:00am
Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30pm

 Psalms 136:1 – 
O give thanks unto the Lord; 

for he is good; his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

The La Jolla Presbyterian Church 
Family Invites You to Join Us...

Sundays 8:45 & 11AM Traditional
10AM Contemporary

Kids (K-5th)  *  Middle School  *  Sr. High
Pre-School Ages  *  Nursery  *  Adult Classes 

Weekday activities and classes for all ages!

La Jolla Presbyterian Church

Why are 
some 

people so 
joyful?

Rev. Dr. Michael J. Spitters, Lead Pastor

Sunday Worship Services  9 & 10:30am

Come home . . .

and bring the !

858.453.3550          www.torreypineschurch.org

RELIGION & spirituality
 

Rev. Dr. Walter Dilg, Pastor

www.lajollaunitedmethodist.org

Chapel Open
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Sunday School and
Sunday Worship 

Child Care Available

Open Hearts,
Open Minds,
Open Doors

Invite readers to join in worship and fellowship. Contact Michael today to place your ad. 858.886.6903 · michaelr@delmartimes.net

     La Jolla 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

7111 La Jolla Blvd.
La Jolla, CA 92037

 (858) 454-6459
LaJollaLutheran.com

Join us 
Sunday at 

9:30am

As your faith is
strengthened you will

find that there is no longer 
the need to have a sense

of control, that things will 
flow as they will, and

that you will flow with 
them, to your great
delight and benefit. 

~Emmanuel

FROM 10 QUESTIONS, B1 
What is your most-marked 
characteristic?

I think this question is best 
answered by others.

 
What is your motto  
or philosophy of life?

Nike coined my favorite quote, “Just 
do it.” There are many things that 
prevent us from achievement, but the 
biggest obstacle is our own inertia.

 
What would be your  
dream vacation?

Penny and I have visited Spain on four 

occasions. Short vacations are like tapas, 
just a taste of the culture, arts, and 
country. A perfect vacation would be 
six months in Granada, Spain, sprinkled 
with bike rides in their Sierra Nevadas.

 
What is your greatest 
extravagance?

Oregon Duck sports! We attend 
most football games and follow many 
of the other sports teams. California 
Bicycles on La Jolla Boulevard might 
challenge this because I am addicted 
to their bikes.

 Which San Diego architects do 

you admire?
 There are four San Diego architects 

who I find inspirational. 
Clearly my partner, Homer Delawie, 

FAIA, and his mentor, Lloyd Ruocco, 
FAIA are important influences on my 
work. Equally important was Roy 
Drew, FAIA, and Bob Mosher, FAIA. 

I enjoyed the good fortune of 
having Bob and Dale Nagle, FAIA, 
serve as mentors on my recent design 
for the Tamarack Apartments at the 
historic Muir College Campus at 
UCSD. Bob and Dale designed Muir 
College and any new project there 
deserved their insight.

FROM SUE PALMER, B1
you want to get up and 
shake.”

She’s regularly up there 
shaking, at the piano or 
electronic keyboard, just like 
the fans in her audiences. 
“My biggest job is to have 
fun,” she said, “because when 
anyone sees me having fun, 
it’s catching. If I can enjoy 
myself, the crowd can come 
along if they wish.”

There’s no wishing about 
it. They come along, and 
they keep coming along. 
When Palmer’s not playing 
local gigs, such as her 
regular Wednesday nights at 
Croce’s downtown, she’s 
swingin’ on the road. “I just 
got back from two festivals, 
one in Alabama and another 
in Michigan,” she said. 
“They hadn’t heard from 
Sue Palmer for 30 years, and 
they just went nutty. There 
must not be that many 
people doing this.”

Well, at least not doing it 
the Sue Palmer way, which 
is all out. For example, she’s 
on her fourth Roland 
keyboard. “I always beat ‘em 
to death,” she said.

While she took piano 
lessons for five years as a 
child, Palmer admits to 
being “pretty uneducated” 
in terms of formal musical 
training. “But I come from a 
musical family, so it was 
expected that you play. I 
quit taking lessons and 
started to play by ear.” 

By the time she set out on 
her own and began compiling 
a repertoire and getting gigs, 
“I got so busy I had to quit 
my day job. (Make that jobs 
— everything from toting 
the mail to working at the 
welfare department.)

“I always played music 
but sometimes I’d run out 
of money and I’d have to go 
back.

“But,” she added, “I haven’t 
had a day job since 1987.”

When you’re the Queen 
of Boogie Woogie, after all, 
who needs a day job?

Bird Rock Coffee Roasters vying 
for ‘America’s Best Coffeehouse’

Bird Rock Coffee Roasters is among the top 20 
finalists to be dubbed “America’ Best Coffeehouse” in a 
national competition sponsored by Coffeefest, an 
association of tradeshows for specialty coffees.

As a finalist, a secret shopper from Coffeefest will visit 
Bird Rock Coffee Roasters prior to Sept. 4. The top eight 
businesses will be chosen based on secret shopper scores 
and popular vote. If Bird Rock Coffee Roasters winds up 
among the top eight finalists, it will send three of its 
baristas to Seattle in late September to compete in a 
competition in which the winner will be chosen. To 
vote, visit coffeefest.com
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